MR. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN

THIS chapter on the Prime Minister who committed
Great Britain to the enterprise of leading the British
Commonwealth of Nations into the battle against
the most evil of all tyrannies must be set in the fore-
front of this book, though it was written last. It is
the only part all of which has been written when it
has become clear that millions of men and women in
Europe may have their normal occupations broken
by the wail of the sirens presaging death, fire and
mutilation from the skies, Such, it might be said, is
not an easy moment to write objectively. Yet I think
that gratitude and compassion ultimately dominate
my feelings as I now approach the character of one
of the most famous figures in the world, the man who
made inevitable the downfall of Nazidom.

I feel gratitude because he brought himself to declare
war. Though that action may mean that I, as well
as millions of others, may not live to see triumphing
the cause which this nation will not allow to fail, I
thank Mr. Chamberlain for recognizing that there
are fouler evils than war. Without freedom and the
assurance of honourable dealings in the affairs of
nations we are better dead. Vindicate those principles,
even at the cost of many lives of happy performance
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